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Who Are We?
The Michigan Arbor Day Alliance (MADA) is a program of the Eaton Conservation
District and is primarily funded by a grant from the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources Forest Resources Division. The Consumers Energy Foundation grant,
and other smaller grants such as the Wheels to Woods grant, and the Arts and
Humanities Touring grant help to keep our programs going. Sponsorships from ITC,
Lansing BWL, MSUFCU, City of Lansing Forestry Division, Williams Farm
Machinery, Arboriculture Society of Michigan, and Michigan Nursery and
Landscape Association and are also vital to our success as an organization to keep
our Celebration going!
Founded in 1993, MADA is a coalition of organizations and agencies dedicated to the
promotion and celebration of Arbor Day throughout Michigan. The MADA State
Committee Board is made up of representatives from Eaton Conservation District, DNR
Urban Forestry, Arboriculture Society of Michigan, City of Lansing Forestry Division,
ITC, Consumers Energy, Lansing Board of Water and Light, and MSU Federal Credit
Union. Our collective dedication comes from our belief in the importance of trees and
their role in community health and well-being. MADA has organized the State Arbor
Day Celebration since 1996, inviting students from Mid-Michigan, typically Ingham,
Eaton, Clinton, Ionia, Shiawassee, and Jackson counties, to Lansing in order to learn
about trees. MADA has also developed several programs to educate and engage our
communities throughout the year. We serve as a resource for information, educational
materials, and tree planting guidance for residents across Michigan.

Staffing Updates
In early winter, Jennifer Hunnell announced she was moving on to bigger and better
things. After serving as the Michigan State Arbor Day Coordinator for the past six years
and seeing MADA climb to new heights, her skills and talents will be greatly missed.
Jennifer saw the closing of the National Arbor Day Foundation Poster Contest, helped
create the Go Green Youth Challenge, and brought back the poster contest as the new
Michigan Arbor Day Poster Contest for 5th Graders. Jennifer alone has helped over
1,400 trees be planted in the state of Michigan. After running many consecutive Arbor
Day Celebrations, she has helped over 7,818 young students learn about the
importance of trees, and has helped create a new generation of foresters, arborists,
naturalists, biologists, and conservationists!
This was the first year in many years that we did not have the help of our dear friends,
Mark Mandenberg and Robert (Bob) Cool. Mark acted as our very own Smokey Bear
and gave out hundreds of high-fives and hugs as the fire preventing bear. Bob was one
of the founders of Michigan Arbor Day Alliance and was on the original MADA
committee board helping to plan for the annual celebration for over 20 years. While
they will both be greatly missed, their legacy will always live on!
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Annual State Arbor Day Celebration
All week leading up to Arbor Day, the weather had threatened to rain at our
Celebration. However, on the morning of April 27th, the sky was overcast, but only a
few sprinkles were shed. By the afternoon, the sun was shining, and everyone was
shedding their warm clothing and was in great spirits!
As tradition, Smokey Bear greeted the second and third graders as they arrived at
Potter Park Zoo in Lansing for the 2018 State Arbor Day Celebration. A total of 1,067
students and 586 teachers and chaperones descended on the park this year to enjoy a
day of outdoor fun and learning. There were students from communities all around
mid-Michigan, including Ionia, Lansing, Holt, St. Johns, Springport, Portland,
Jackson, Leslie, East Lansing, Eagle, Saranac, Charlotte, Pewamo, Okemos, Hanover,
and Bellevue.
In the classroom, second and third graders
are starting to see the bigger picture. They
are introduced to the structures, functions
and classification of living things. Life
requirements,
life
cycles,
heredity,
evolution and adaptation are major study
topics. Worldly processes such as
ecosystems, earth systems, solid Earth and
fluid Earth are key lessons being learned.
These students are actively developing an
understanding that scientific inquiry and
reasoning involves observing, questioning,
investigating, recording, and developing
solutions to problems. During our
Celebration, these same lessons were reaffirmed, but in a different outdoor classroom
setting.
Each of the 48 classes rotated through four
of the twenty-four stations which featured
nature-themed activities that taught
students about wildlife, water, soil, trees,
and invasive species, all while spending the
entire day outdoors! Professional climbers
from the Arboriculture Society of Michigan
did a short demonstration up in the trees,
showing students how they could make
climbing trees a career when they grow up.
Multiple nature centers attended, including
Woldumar, Harris and MUCC, who brought
skulls and furs to teach about the wildlife
that live within forests. Ionia and Clinton
Conservation Districts were on site to show how the insides of trees work, while
Consumers and ITC were available to teach the importance of MISS DIG and proper
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tree planting near powerlines. When students were not participating in Arbor Day
activities, they visited the zoo where they learned about wildlife from around the world!
After lunch, the children, teachers, and chaperones attended the Tree Planting
Ceremony, which was MC’ed by Lauren Thompson from WLNS. The students learned
about the history of Arbor Day, and got to meet Bruce McAttee from Senator Gary
Peters office, Carolyn Bloodworth from Consumers Energy,
and they even got to hear a short speech from Michigan’s
Chief Forester Deb Begalle! Arbor Day Proclamations from
the City, County, and State were obtained for the 25th
Celebration, and the 2018 5th Grade Poster Contest winner
was recognized on stage for her amazing artwork. The most
anticipated part of the Tree Planting Ceremony was Joe
Reilly: an environmental educator and musician, Joe uses
his talents to perform fun, interactive songs about nature.
These songs taught the students environmental topics by
engaging them, getting them on their feet, and dancing and
singing along. Adults and children alike loved his music and
enthusiasm! He has been performing at the Arbor Day
Celebration since 2014 and has been a great addition to a
fantastic event!
This year’s Arbor Day tree was a Bur Oak, Quercus
macrocarpa, donated by Cottage Gardens Inc. in
Lansing. Mrs. Spitzer’s class from Marble
Elementary School in East Lansing was the lucky
class selected to help with the state tree planting and
all the students helped mulch and water the tree
while learning the correct way to plant it. The Bur
Oak was chosen this year in remembrance of the late
Bob Cool; a founding member of MADA, this tree was
one of his favorites. Members of the Cool family
attended the tree planting and were able to watch
the third graders lovingly plant this tree along the
main park driveway.
MADA recognizes that transportation cost is one of the main stumbling blocks in school
attendance to field trips. We work hard to make resources available to our teachers to
ease the financial strain. In 2018, the Consumers Energy Foundation awarded MADA
a $10,000 grant in order to improve the celebration. With help from The Wheels to
Woods program, stipends were able to be given to 15 schools this year! This funding
was used to provide travel stipends to schools for their buses bringing students to
Arbor Day. We hope to continue these stipends in 2019!
To register your 2nd or 3rd grade class to attend next year’s Arbor Day on April 26, 2019,
fill out an application and submit it by January 14, 2019. Additional information can
be found on our website at: www.miarbordayalliance.org/celebration.html
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Connecting Kids to Nature through Art
A poster contest is a great way to combine creativity with trees and also expand the
number of classes able to participate in an Arbor Day activity. Afterall, ‘Earth’ without
‘art’ is just ‘eh’. Fifth grade students from across the state were invited to submit their
best original design for the theme: “Trees For Life.” We had a lot of great entries this
year!! Posters received votes on our Facebook page as well as at a display at the
Michigan State University Federal Credit Union headquarters in East Lansing. First,
second, and third place prizes were awarded to both the winning students and their
teachers, including money to plant a tree in their school yard or community.
After many years of participating in the Arbor Day
Foundation National Poster Contest, this was our second
year having our own Michigan Arbor Day Poster Contest, and
it was incredibly successful! Brought back in 2017, there
were 72 students that participated, and 7 posters that were
submitted the first year. Our goal for this year’s contest was
to grow and reach more students and schools. We had over
300 students that participated, and 96 posters submitted!
We’re hoping to break 100 poster entrees next year! This
contest will continue in 2019 with the theme “Trees for Bees”
and we hope to see more great entries from our artistic
Michigan students! Contest details can be found on our
website at www.miarbordayalliance.org/poster-contest. Next
year’s posters are due by March 4, 2019.
MADA would like to thank everyone who participated in the Poster Contest this year,
including our supportive sponsors: ITC Michigan, Arboriculture Society of Michigan,
Lansing Board of Water and Light, Michigan Department of Natural Resources, Eaton
Conservation District, and MSU Federal Credit Union.

2018 First Place Winner
Isabelle D.
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2018 Second Place Winner
Hunter S.

2018 Third Place Winner
Addisyn K.

Planting for a Greener Tomorrow
The main idea behind Arbor Day is to plant trees. After all, the very first Arbor Day
back in 1872 celebrated by planting over one million trees! Tree plantings are great
community projects. They bring people together to work toward a common goal, provide
a learning opportunity, and can help improve the aesthetics of an area. Over the
several projects we have been a part of, we have met numerous volunteers who are
eager to participate. People truly enjoy planting trees! They see it as an easy way to
give back to their communities, something tangible and visible that makes an obvious
positive impact. Plus, the many benefits of trees are felt by a community for generations
to come.
Each year, MADA offers communities the
opportunity to apply for a Tree Planting
Grant. These grants are available to public
schools
and
libraries,
nonprofit
organizations, local units of government,
neighborhood associations, churches, and
tribal governments to purchase trees. This
year, four grants were awarded to the Village
of Vermontville, City of East Lansing,
Bentley Community Schools in Burton, and
Lake Antoine Park Partners in Iron
Mountain.
Village of Vermontville
The Village of Vermontville is a thriving rural community that is home to the [78th]
Annual Vermontville Maple Syrup Festival! With nearly 30,000 visitors walking down
main street, safety is a priority. The current trees lining the road have outgrown their
planting areas and are up-heaving the sidewalk and blocking the view of drivers and
pedestrians with their limb growth. The village has plans to remove these trees and
repair the sidewalks. This grant will help fund the planting of 15 new trees, specifically
Purple Leaf Plum and Ivory Silk Lilac trees. The new trees will provide shade for
pedestrians and beautify the City.
City of East Lansing
Trees are a significant component of East Lansing's urban environment. A Tree City
USA recipient for 31 years, and a Growth Award recipient of 2017, the City of East
Lansing has long recognized the many benefits of its urban forest. Unfortunately, the
City's urban trees have suffered the consequences of emerald ash borer, and the 2013
ice storm and wind storms of July 2016 and March 2017 caused even further damage
to the tree canopy, resulting in the removal of nearly 100 trees. This grant will assist
with the project will help replant 45 trees in the parkway, island areas of streets, and
in some designated park areas.

5

Bentley Community Schools
The students and staff at Barhitte Elementary School in Burton recently lost an iconic
feature: a 200 year old Oak tree. Not only was this beautiful local landmark removed
after it became diseased, but it also took away the only shade cover for the entire
playground. The community was determined to provide shade for their students but to
also dedicated a new woodland area to coincide with their nature-based curriculum
and new outdoor learning area. This grant will help to cover the cost of planting 9
Maple and Redbud trees.
Lake Antoine Park Partners
Lake Antoine is a popular 48-acre County Park with 3,000 feet of waterfront access
located in Iron Mountain. Campers from the 90-site County Campground, along with
park visitors, have recently complained about the vehicle noise from the logging road
located just outside the park. The community would like to plant trees to create the
backbone of a sound barrier with plans to expand that length and add native shrubs
in the future. This grant will help to assist with the planting of 13 trees, including Red
Maple and White Spruce to assist with the already present Oaks and Pines.

Besides planting the annual State Arbor Day Celebration tree, MADA also gave each of
the students that attended Arbor Day a White Pine seedling to take with them and
plant at their home or school. So hopefully there are 1,000 new trees planted in the
mid-Michigan area! In addition, $100 was given to the top three poster contest winners
to plant a tree in their school yard. We were not able to visit these schools to watch the
tree planting take place, but there is now a new tree in the Frankfort, Kingsford, and
Grand Blanc communities!
In addition, MADA was invited to attend the Pattengill Middle Years annual Tree
Planting in Lansing, and the Bob Cool memorial planting in Webberville.
Tree Planting Grants will be made available again in 2019. For more information on
this program, visit our website at www.miarbordayalliance.org/tree_planting_grants
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Partnerships Make a Lasting Impression
MADA has had a long standing partnership with Michigan State University Federal
Credit Union (MSUFCU). Staff from MSUFCU volunteer at the State Arbor Day
Celebration, provide graphic design assistance, and promote MADA’s programs
through their community website and advertising in each branch location.
MSUFCU is also committed to being a green
institution and giving back to the communities
they serve; since 2011, they have been helping
MADA plant trees. As their members switch to
electronic bank statements as part of their Go
Green Challenge program, MSUFCU donates
money to plant trees. This year, MSUFCU was
able to convert 1,537 accounts to paperless
statements, and MADA was granted $500 to
continue our programs. It is through MADA’s
coordination that these trees are purchased
and plantings organized.
Volunteers from MADA and MSUFCU’s Green Team then come out to get the trees in
the ground. This year, on a 92 degree day, 13 trees were planted at the Evergreen
Cemetery in Lansing! This partnership has been beneficial to both parties involved and
we are proud to continue working with them!
Since the partnership with MSUFCU began, they have helped plant over 600 trees
around mid-Michigan!
We would like to thank MSUFCU for their support and its volunteers who came out
and helped make this planting possible, and for their continued support in making a
greener Michigan!
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2018 MADA in the Community
Below is a map showing all of the Michigan Arbor Day Alliance projects and outreach
efforts this year.
= Attendees to State Arbor Day Celebration
= Poster Contest entrants
= Tree City USA community
= Recipients of the MADA Tree Planting Grant
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This diagram shows the varying number of trees planted each year. This year we were
able to plant 99 trees, bringing the total number of trees MADA has helped plant over
the years to 2,006 trees!
Please note this includes the former Go Green Youth Challenge (2011 to 2016) where
schools were encouraged to raise money and plant trees. Also note that trees planted
each year vary greatly in expenditure. One community may plant 100 seedlings for the
same price as another community who planted 3 mature trees.
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Why Do We Promote Trees?
So, why are we so passionate about spreading the word about the importance of trees?
Over a 50-year lifetime, a single tree generates $31,250 worth of oxygen, provides
$62,000 worth of air pollution control, recycles $37,500 worth of water, and controls
$31,250 worth of soil erosion. (USDA Forest Service Pamphlet #R1-92-100). Want more
facts? Since this is our 25th year of existence, we’ll give you 25 tree facts!
Trees help clean our air.
1. Global forests removed about one-third of fossil fuel emissions annually from 1990
to 2007.
2. Trees remove pollution from the atmosphere, improving air quality and human
health. In Los Angeles, trees remove nearly 2,000 tons of air pollution each year.
And in Chicago, trees remove more than 18,000 tons of air pollution each year.
3. Roadside trees reduce nearby indoor air pollution by more than 50%.
Trees contribute to our health.
4. A study of 10 cities found community forests clean the air of fine particulate matter
and save an average of one life each year. In New York City, trees save an average
of eight lives every year. Fine particulate air pollution has serious health effects,
including
premature
mortality,
pulmonary
inflammation,
accelerated
atherosclerosis, and altered cardiac functions.
5. Office workers with a view of trees report significantly less stress and more
satisfaction.
Trees provide us with oxygen.
6. One large tree can provide a day’s supply of oxygen for up to four people.
7. More than 20% of the world’s oxygen is produced in the Amazon Rainforest.
Trees help clean our drinking water.
8. Forested watersheds provide quality drinking water to more than 180 million
Americans.
9. In 1997, New York City spent $1.5 billion to preserve the forested watershed that
supplies New York City’s drinking water by purchasing thousands of upstate acres
of forested watershed. A filtration plant large enough to clean New York City’s water
supply would have cost more than $6 billion dollars. Today, New Yorkers enjoy some
of the cleanest drinking water in the world, and New York City has won regional
water taste competitions.
Trees provide much-needed cooling.
10. Trees lower surface and air temperatures by providing shade. Shaded surfaces
may be 20–45°F cooler than the peak temperatures of unshaded materials. Trees
cool the city by up to 10°F by shading our homes and streets and releasing water
vapor into the air through their leaves.
11. Evaporation of water from trees has a cooling influence.
Trees help reduce the effects of climate change.
12. Trees absorb carbon dioxide (CO2), removing and storing the carbon while releasing
the oxygen back into the air. In one year, an acre of mature trees absorbs the same
amount of CO2 produced by a car driven 26,000 miles.
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13. During one year, a mature tree will absorb more than 48 pounds of carbon dioxide
from the atmosphere and release oxygen in exchange. Nearly 20 pounds of carbon
dioxide are produced from burning one gallon of non-ethanol gasoline.
Trees help us save energy.
14. Trees properly placed around buildings can reduce air conditioning needs by 30%
and can save 20–50% in energy used for heating. The average Cincinnati community
tree saves the average household $56 annually in cooling costs by reducing
electricity use. More than 85,000 Cincinnati community trees save residents $4.8
million.
15. Carefully positioned trees can reduce a household’s energy consumption for
heating and cooling by up to 25%. Computer models devised by the U.S.
Department of Energy predict that the proper placement of only three trees can save
an average household between $100 and $250 in energy costs annually.
Trees benefit wildlife.
16. Trees provide vital wildlife habitat. In British Columbia, Canada, more than 80
wildlife species depend on trees.
17. Trees and forests provide important species range. Many animals have a range of
hundreds of square miles. The mountain lion of North America, for instance, has a
range of nearly 400 square miles.
Trees help reduce crime.
18. In Baltimore, a 10% increase in tree canopy corresponded to a 12% decrease in
crime.
19. Among minor crimes, there is less graffiti, vandalism and littering in outdoor
spaces with trees as a part of the natural landscape than in comparable plant-less
spaces.
20. Chicago public housing residents with nearby trees and natural landscapes
reported 25% fewer acts of domestic aggression and violence.
Trees are a good investment of our public dollars
21. Every dollar spent on planting and caring for a community tree yields benefits that
are two to five times that investment—benefits that include cleaner air, lower energy
costs, improved water quality and storm water control and increased property
values. In Indianapolis, each dollar invested in the city’s community trees yielded
$5.55 in benefits. In New York City, it has been calculated that community trees
provide $5.60 in benefits for every dollar spent on tree planting and care. In
Cincinnati, the return on a $1 investment in the city’s community trees is $4.44.
22. The mature street trees in Beverly Hills, California, are worth $450 million.
23. A cost-benefit analysis of the Berkeley, California, tree canopy indicated that each
camphor tree had an annual net benefit to the city and its residents of nearly
$12,500, each Shamel Ash showed a $9,600 annual net benefit, and each London
Planetree had an annual net benefit of more than $8,700 per tree.
Trees increase our property values.
24. In Portland, Oregon, homes with street trees sold for $7,130 more, on average,
and 1.7 days more quickly. Neighboring houses within 100 feet of street trees sold
for $1,688 more, on average. The sale premium of having street trees was the same
as adding 129 square feet of finished space.
25. In Fulton County (Atlanta), Georgia, mature trees positively influenced home sale
prices. Total homes for sale in a neighborhood with mature trees sold for nearly
$105,000 more than neighborhoods without trees.
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**Tree facts and statistics were obtained from the National Arbor Day Foundation.
Sources for these figures can be found at: https://www.arborday.org/trees/treefacts/

Thanks for a Great Year!!!
The Michigan Arbor Day Alliance could not provide a great program for our
communities without our sponsors, partners, and volunteers. Thank you to everyone
who made our programs such a great success!
2018 MADA Sponsors:
Adams Outdoor Advertising
Arboriculture Society of Michigan
Community Emergency Response
Team
Consumers Energy
Cottage Gardens, Inc.
Eaton Conservation District
Forestry Public Service of Lansing
ITC
Lansing Board of Water and Light
Michigan Council for Arts and
Cultural Affairs
Michigan Department of Natural
Resources
Michigan Humanities Council
Michigan Nursery and Landscape
Association
MSU Federal Credit Union
Potter Park Zoo
Wheels to Woods Program
Williams Farm Machinery

2018 Arbor Day Presenters:
Arboriculture Society of Michigan
Clinton Conservation District
Clinton Trails Forestry Consultant
Consumers Energy
DNR Wildlife Division
Eaton Parks and Recreation
General Motors
Gratiot Conservation District
Harris Nature Center
Huron Pines AmeriCorps
Ingham Conservation District
Ionia Conservation District
ITC
Jackson Conservation District
Lansing Parks and Recreation
Michigan Wildlife Conservancy
MSU Extension
MSU Forestry Club
MSU Federal Credit Union
MUCC
Potter Park Zoo
USDA APHIS
Woldumar Nature Center

The Michigan Arbor Day Alliance is a program of the Eaton Conservation District and made possible
through support from the Michigan Department of Natural Resources.
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