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Who Are  We? 
 
The Michigan Arbor Day Alliance (MADA) is a program of the Eaton Conservation 
District and is primarily funded by a grant from the Michigan Department of Natural 

Resources  Forest Resources Division . The Consumers Energy Foundation  grant, 
and o ther smaller grants such as the Wheels to Woods  grant , and the Arts and 

Humanities  Touring grant help to keep our program s going. Sponsorships from ITC , 
Lansing BWL , MSUFCU , City of Lansing Forestry Division, Williams Farm 
Machinery, Arboriculture Society of Michigan, and Michigan Nursery and 

Landscape Association and  are also vital to our success as an organization to keep 
our Celebration going!  
 

Founded in  1993, MADA is a coalition of organizations and agencies dedicated to the 
promotion and celebration of Arbor Day t hroughout Michigan. The MADA State 

Committee Board is made up of representatives from Eaton Conservation District, DNR 
Urban Forestry, Arboriculture Society of Michigan, City of Lansing Forestry Division, 
ITC, Consumers Energy, Lansing Board of Water and L ight, and MSU Federal Credit 

Union. Our collective dedication comes from our belief in the importance of trees and 
their role in community health and well -being. MADA has organized the State Arbor 

Day Celebration  since 1996 , inviting students from Mid -Mich igan, typically  Ingham, 
Eaton, Clinton, Ionia, Shiawassee, and Jackson counties , to Lansing in order to learn 
about trees . MADA has also developed several programs to educate and engage our 

communities throughout the year. We serve as a resource for information, education al 
materials, and tree planting guidance for residents across Michigan.   
 

Staffing Updates  
 

In early winter , Jennifer Hunnell announced she was moving on to bigger and better 
things. After serving as the Michigan State Arbor Day Coord inator for the past six years 

and seeing MADA climb to new heights, her skills and talents will be greatly missed. 
Jennifer saw the closing of the National Arbor Day Foundation Poster Contest, helped 
create the Go Green Youth Challenge, and brought back th e poster contest as the new 

Michigan Arbor Day Poster Contest for 5 th  Graders. Jennifer alone has helped over 
1,400 trees be planted in the state of Michigan. After running many consecutive Arbor 

Day Celebrations, she has helped over 7,818  young students learn about the 
importance of trees, and has helped create a new generation of foresters, arborists, 
naturalists, biologists, and conservationists!   

 
This was the first year in many years that we did not have the help of our dear friends, 
Mark Mandenberg and Robert (Bob) Cool . Mark acted as our very own Smokey Bear 

and gave out hundreds of high -fives and hugs  as the fire preventing bear . Bob was one 
of the founders of Michigan Arbor Day Alliance  and was on the original MADA 

committee board helping to plan for the annual celebration for over 20 years. While 
they will both be greatly missed, their legacy will always live on !  
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Annual State Arbor Day Celebration  
 
All week leading up to Arbor Day, the  weather had threatened to rain at our 
Celebration. However, on the morning of April 27 th , the sky was overcast, but only a 

few sprinkles were shed. By the afternoon, the sun was shining, and everyone was 
shedding their warm clothing  and was in great spiri ts!  

 
As tradition, Smokey Bear greeted  the second and third gra ders as they arrived at  
Potter Park Zoo  in Lansing  for  the 201 8 State Arbor Day Celebration.  A total of 1,067  

students  and 586  teachers and chaperones  descended on the park this year to enjoy a  
day of outdoor fun  and learning . There were students  from c ommunities all around 
mid -Michigan, including Ionia, Lan sing, Holt, St. Johns,  Springport, Portland, 

Jackson, Leslie, East Lansing, Eagle, Saranac, Charlotte, Pewamo, Okemos, Hanover, 
and Bellevue . 

In the classroom, second and third graders 
are starting to see the bigger picture. They 
are introduced to the structures, functions 

and classification  of living things . Life 
requirements, life cycles, heredity, 

evolution  and adaptation  are major study 
topics.  Worldly processes such as 
ecosystems, earth systems, solid Earth and 

fluid Earth  are key lessons  being learned . 
These students  are actively developing an 
understanding that scientific inquiry and 

reasoning involves observing, questioning, 
investiga ting, recording, and developing 

solutions to problems. During our 
Celebration,  these same lessons were reaffirmed , but  in a different  outdoor classroom  
setting .  

 
Each of the 48 classes  rotate d through four 

of the twenty -four  stations which feature d 
nature -themed activities that taught  
students  about wildlife, water, soil, trees,  

and  invasive specie s, all while spending the 
entire day outdoors ! Professional climbers 
from the Arboriculture Society of Michigan 

did a short  demonstration up in the trees,  
show ing students how they could make 

climbing trees a career when they gr ow up. 
Multiple nature centers  attended , including 
Woldumar, Harris and MUCC, who brought 

skulls and furs to teach about the wildlife 
that live within forests. Ionia and Clinton 
Conservation Districts were on site  to show how the insides of trees work,  while  

Consumers and ITC were available to teach the importance of MISS DIG and proper 
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tree planting near powerlines. When students  were not participating in Arbor Day 
acti vities , th ey visited the zoo  where they learned about wildlife from around the world ! 

 
After lunch , the children, teachers, and chaperones attend ed the Tree Planting 

Ceremony , which was MC õed by Lauren Thompson from WLNS . The  students  learn ed 
about the history of Arbo r Day , and got to meet Bruce McAttee from Senator Gary 
Peters office, Carolyn Bloodworth from Consumers Energy, 

and they even got to hear a short speech from Michiganõs 
Chief Forester Deb Begalle! Arbor Day Proclamations from 
the City, County, and State were obtained for the 25 th  

Celebration, and the 2018 5 th  Grade Poster Contest winner 
was recognized on stage for her amazing artwork . The most 

anticipated part of the Tree Planting Ceremony was Joe 
Reilly : an environmental  educator and musician, Joe use s 
his talents to perform fun , interactive songs about nature. 

These songs taught the  students  environmental topics by 
engaging them, getting them on their feet,  and dancing and 

singing along. Adults and children alike loved his music and 
enthusiasm ! He has been performing at the Arbor Day 
Celebration since 2014 and has been a great addition to a 

fantastic event ! 
 

This yearõs Arbor Day tree was a Bur Oak, Quercus  

macrocarpa,  donated by Cottage Gardens Inc.  in 
Lansing . M rs. Spitzerõs class from Marble 

Elementary School  in East Lansing was the lucky 
class selected to  help with the state tree planting and 

all the students helped mulch and water the tree 
while learning the correct way  to plant it.  The Bur 
Oak was chosen this year in reme mbrance of the late 

Bob Cool ; a founding member  of MADA, this tree was 
one of his favorites. Members of the Cool family 
attended the tree planting and were able to watch  

the third graders lovingly plant this tree along the 
main park driveway.   

 
MADA recogn izes that transportation cost is one of the main stumbling blocks in school 
attendance to  field trips. We work hard to make resources available to our teachers to 

ease the financial strain. In 201 8, the Consumers Energy Foundation awarded MADA 
a $10,000 grant in order to improve the celebration. With help from The Wheels to 

Woods program, stipends were able to be given to 1 5 schools this year ! This  funding 
was used to provide travel stipends to scho ols for their buses bringing students to 
Arbor Day. We hope to continue these stipends in 2019 ! 

 
To register your 2 nd  or 3 rd  grade class to attend next yearõs Arbor Day on April 26, 2019, 
fill out an application and submit it by January 1 4, 2019 . Additiona l information can 

be found on our website  at : www.miarbordayalliance.org/celebration.html   
  

http://www.miarbordayalliance.org/celebration.html
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Connecting Kids to Nature through  Art  
 
A poster contest is  a great way to combine creativity with trees and also expand the 
number of classes able to  participate  in an Arbor Day activity . Afterall, ôEarthõ without 

ôartõ is just ôehõ. Fifth grade students from across the state were invited to submit their 
best original design for  the theme: òTrees For Life .ó We had a lot of great entries this  

year !! Posters received votes on our Facebook page as well as at a display at the 
Michigan State University Federal Credit Union headquart ers in East Lansing. First, 
second, and third place prizes were awarded  to both the winning students and their 

teachers , including money to plant a tree  in their school yard or community .  
 
After many years of participating in the Arbor Day 

Foundation Nat ional Poster Contest, this was our second 
year having our own Michigan Arbor Day Poster Contest, and 

it was incredibly successful! Brought back in 2017, there 
were 72 students that participated, and 7 posters that were 
submitted  the first year . Our goal fo r this yearõs contest was 

to grow and reach more students and schools. We ha d over 
300  students that participated, and 9 6 posters submitted!  

Weõre hoping to break 100 poster entrees next year! This 
contest will continue in 2019 with the theme òTrees for Beesó 
and we hope to see more great entries from our artistic 

Michigan students! Contest details can be found on our 
website at www.miarbordayalliance.org/poster -contest . Next 
yearõs posters are due by March 4, 2019.  

 
MADA would like to thank everyone who participated in the Poster Contest  this year, 

including our supportive sponso rs: ITC Michigan, Arboriculture Society of Michigan, 
Lansing Board of Water and Light, Michigan Department of Natural Resources, Eaton 
Conservation District, and MSU Federal Credit Union.  

 
 

  

2018 First Place Winner 
Isabelle D.  

2018 Second Place Winner 
Hunter S. 

2018 Third Place Winner 
Addisyn K. 

http://www.miarbordayalliance.org/poster-contest

